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The Canadian Food Inspection Agency 

The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) requires that any wine that is labelled ‘organic’ have a bilingual organic claim ‘organic/ biologique’ and bear the name of the certification body (Certifying Body, or CB) that has certified the product as organic.  Canada has an organic equivalency agreement with the US (search using USDA) and the EU, thus we use their list of accredited and approved CBs.  The majority of CB names overlap – i.e. appear on everyone’s list. A list of CBs accredited and approved by the CFIA can be found here:

https://bit.ly/CFIAOrganicCertifyingBodies 


LCBO Quality Assurance

The LCBO Lab is responsible for enforcing CFIA regulations. They require that Organic Certificates provided by producers:
· list the vintage of the wine that was ordered
· have a Validity Period that includes the year the wine was made (ie the vintage)
· reflect the product as listed on the LCBO Purchase Order as well as on the label and in all shipping documents – ie the product description must be consistent 
The lab will not review an Organic Certificate in advance of a wine shipping, however if the Certificate does not meet their standards once the order arrives and a sample bottle is received at the lab for analysis, the wine will require corrective stickers and you, the producer, will face a fee for this service. 

Sending Organic Wines to Ontario

Please alert us if any wines we order, or would like to order, have an organic claim on the label or bottle. In these instances, please send a copy of the Organic Certificate to us at the time you provide the Vendor Quote Sheet or Quote Letter (that must be submitted to the LCBO to process an order). This will enable us to review the certificate for compliance prior to shipment in the hopes that we can avoid any issues upon receipt into the LCBO warehouse.
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